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terminated in 556 B. c. The priests then selected a
merchant Nabunaid (Nabonidus) king of Babylon.
Naboiiidus was given more to a life of peace than to
that of the soldier and like the princes of Nabopolassar's
family he too was a builder. He was an archaeo-
logist and collected ancient records. He is supposed
to have discovered a foundation-stone of Naram-sin
and that discovery he commemorated with great zeal.
He built the sun-temple, E-babbar, and the temple of
Anunitum, E-ulmash, at Sippai. He was succeeded
by his ill-famed unlucky son Belshazzar to warn whom
the writing on the wall is supposed to have appeared.
The Persians, the Iranian Aryans, had become by then
all-powerful and Babylon faced its doom at their hands
'while Belshazzar feasted'. The king fared as did his city.
2. PERSIA
The Beginnings
The Medes and the Persians belonged to the same
Aryan or Indo-European race* They both seem to
have separated somewhere in the Armenian mountains
having come originally perhaps from the main Aryan
knot in Southern Russia. The Medes were the wes-
tern branch who made their appearance early in Assy-
rian politics and moved, like their Aryan ancestors the
Mitannians and the Kassites, towards the west. The
Persians in the meanwhile were making their way into
south-eastern Iran, the vicinity of Elam, When they
got there is not so easy to say but since one of their
earliest kings Kurush defeated the Medes $,nd annexed1
their kingdom about 550 B. c. or slightly later, their
first appearance in Iran cannot be placed too far back.
It is possible that their earliest wave entered Iran a
few centuries earlier than Kurush's date.
The  Medes were supreme  in   the  confederation
*which along with the   Babylonians  broke  the  power
of Assyria and destroyed  Nineveh.    King  Kyaxares
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